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June 2020 - Fake News in the Media 

The June session via Zoom (a little over an hour in length) explored the ramifications of mis-
information in the media. Beforehand the group watched two videos. The first,1 about why fake 
news is prevalent today. It clearly highlighted strategies for societies to combat mis-information. 
It gave a chilling reminder that it is disturbingly easy to disseminate altered stories using simple 
editing techniques. The second2 described excellently how fake news affected the way voters in 
a small Welsh town voted regarding Brexit.  

Our Probus members’ discussion was wide-ranging, expressing concerns not just about social 
media, but also about conventional television, print sources, and corporate and government 
sources. The most blatant examples of not just exaggerated and skewed perspectives, and actual 
lies; were from U.S. President Donald Trump.   

Although the group recognized the numerous and varied examples of fake media content and 
how rapidly malicious novel content can be disseminated, we also discussed positive trends 
regarding our level of sophistication when evaluating news stories. Examples of our heightened 
awareness and skepticism were in the form of recognizing opinion pieces versus facts, everyday 
use of “fact-checking,” collecting information from many sources and many perspectives,  

We did not solve the problem of mis-information in the media, but we have a heightened 
awareness and hopefully we will all think before forwarding a story that hasn’t been vetted by fact-
checking first!  
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